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These nine cities with surgical and medication abortion clinics would be the closest for Ohio women to travel to for abortion access, if the state
outlaws abortion. However, the future of abortion in Michigan and Pennsylvania remain an open question. (Rich Exner/cleveland.com)

By Laura Hancock, cleveland.com

COLUMBUS, Ohio – Ohio women would have to travel up to 339 miles and could spend $400 or more on

driving expenses if the state outlaws abortion, according to research by Ohio State University and the

University of Cincinnati.

Later this month, the U.S. Supreme Court could overturn Roe v. Wade, as indicated in a draft ruling leaked

to Politico in May. That would strike down nationwide abortion rights and leave the matter to each state.
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Ohio, which has passed dozens of abortion restrictions in the past four decades, will likely outlaw abortion.

The Ohio Senate president has said he wants the Republican-dominated legislature to approve a ban after

the Supreme Court ruling is released.

That means pregnant Ohioans would have to travel out of state if they wanted an abortion.

OSU and UC researchers who are part of the Ohio Policy Evaluation Network, comprising professors and

doctorate students from Ohio and across the country who research reproductive health care, used

geographic information system research and political analyses of states likely to keep abortion access to

calculate distances from each of Ohio’s 88 counties to clinics. Specifically, they looked at county centroids,

or the center points of each county, to the closest clinics.

Ohioans seeking abortions could have to travel to the following cities, which have surgical and medication

abortion clinics: Pittsburgh, Detroit, Ann Arbor, Buffalo, Champaign, Ill., Chicago, Charlottesville, Va.,

Richmond, Va. and Baltimore.
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However, access isn’t guaranteed in all these cities. Specifically, in the neighboring states of Michigan and

Pennsylvania, the future of abortion remains an open question.

Michigan has a 1931 law that bans abortion, which hasn’t been enforced since the Roe decision. A state

court for now is putting that 1931 law on hold, even if Roe is overturned, as Planned Parenthood litigates a

case, arguing that the law violates the Michigan Constitution.

If Planned Parenthood loses the case, then abortion rights could potentially go away in Michigan.

Republicans control the state’s legislature and Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, who has vowed to protect abortion

rights, is up for reelection this year.



In Pennsylvania, Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf has promised to veto any anti-abortion law sent to his desk by

the Republican-controlled legislature. However, he is term-limited. The governor’s race is between far-right

conservative Republican state senator Doug Mastriano and Democratic Attorney General Josh Shapiro.
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The best-case scenario for Ohio women seeking an abortion is Michigan and Pennsylvania keeping abortion

access, the research says. That would mean that women in 62 of Ohio’s 88 counties would have to travel 115

miles to 279 miles to a clinic.

Women who travel to Michigan and Pennsylvania must wait 24 hours between their first visit at the clinic

and the actual abortion, due to laws in those states. Unless an Ohio woman lives in a county close to

Michigan or Pennsylvania, she would likely have to book a hotel room, which adds to the travel expenses.

Virginia, New York, Illinois and Maryland do not have 24-hour waiting periods.

If both Michigan and Pennsylvania were to lose abortion access, Ohioans would have to travel 181 to 339

miles for abortions. Counties in central Ohio would have the greatest travel burden, from 267 to 339 miles,

the research states.

Using the federal government’s 2022 travel reimbursement rate of $0.585 a mile – which factors in costs of

fuel, insurance and wear-and-tear on a vehicle – a round trip to an abortion clinic could cost $396.

That doesn’t include the cost for lodging, or cost of childcare.

In Ohio, 62.7% of women who had abortions in 2020, according to the state’s abortion report, reported

having at least one child.

This could make abortion cost-prohibitive for many Ohio women.

Furthermore, clinics in states that keep abortion rights could become overwhelmed by women from Ohio

and other states that end abortion. Some Ohio women may find that the closest clinic can’t get them in,

and they would need to drive farther to a clinic with an available appointment.

National statistics showed almost half of abortion patients were estimated to have family incomes of less

than the 2014 poverty level, which was $23,850 for a family of four. Ohio’s annual abortion report doesn’t

include details about patient incomes.

In Ohio and across the nation, abortion rates among women of color are higher than those of white women.

For instance, in 2020 in Ohio, 48.1% of the women who sought abortions were Black, 43.8% were white,

4.5% were multi-race, 3.3% were Asian or Pacific Islander and 0.3% were American Indian, according to the

state abortion report.



“When we talk about the higher rates of abortion among people of color, we want to contextualize that by

highlighting what would be leading that,” said Mikaela Smith, an OSU research scientist who worked on the

study. “So is it a lack of access to contraceptive care? Experiences of racism in the medical system that

prevents them from getting care that they might need, that then results in them having an abortion?”

Many women will simply not have the cash necessary to obtain an abortion, or would be at risk of losing

their job if took time off. They may not have family to help them, Smith said.

A 10-year study about women who were denied abortions showed they experienced an increase in

household poverty for at least four years, had poorer physical health and a higher likelihood of staying with

a violent partner, Smith said.

“We also know that maternal mortality rates, particularly in Ohio, among Black women are higher than

among white women,” she said. “There’s that concern.”
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