
If a majority of Ohioans vote in favor of the amendment, it would:

Protect the right of Ohioans to make and carry out their own reproductive  
decisions. This includes decisions about contraception, fertility treatment, carrying a 
pregnancy to term, miscarriage care, and abortion.

Prevent the government from penalizing or burdening anyone who exercises this right 
or helps someone to voluntarily exercise it, unless the government can prove its law is 
necessary to advance patient health or safety.

“The Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections 
for Health and Safety” Ballot Initiative

Pro-choice groups have started an initiative to add a new provision into 
the Ohio Constitution called “The Right to Reproductive Freedom with 
Protections for Health and Safety.” 

Supporters are trying to put this amendment on the ballot for the November 
2023 election. For this to happen, they need to collect 413,488 valid signatures 
from 44 of Ohio’s 88 counties by July 5, 2023.

The amendment would allow the government to ban abortion after fetal viability, but only if an 
abortion is not necessary to save the patient’s life or health.

If the amendment passes, laws that conflict with it would not be 
enforceable. For example, Ohio’s six-week abortion ban would be 
unconstitutional under this amendment. So would regulations on abortion 
clinics and providers that do not protect patient health or safety (also 
known as TRAP laws).

If the government tries to enforce a law that conflicts with the amendment, 
it may be necessary to bring a lawsuit to stop it.
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If the amendment fails, it means Ohio’s Constitution remains the same. As a result, lawsuits 
challenging Ohio’s six-week abortion ban and other laws restricting abortion under Ohio’s 
Constitution could continue on existing legal theories.

Follow OPEN on Twitter (@openreprohealth) and Instagram (@open_reprohealth) for the latest 
research findings about reproductive health in Ohio and surrounding states.

Note:    If passed, Senate Joint Resolution 2/House Joint Resolution 1 would change  
the vote threshold needed for an Ohio constitutional amendment to pass from over  
50% to at least 60% of votes. 


