
Nearly 1 in 7 women in Ohio have 
visited a Crisis Pregnancy Center (CPC) 
at least once.1 That makes it a pretty 
common experience. 

So... what is a CPC?
CPCs are nonprofits that offer support 
(social, material) for women who are 
pregnant or have a young child. Fundamental 
to their missions, CPCs discourage their 
clients from having an abortion.2 

Even though CPCs are often designed to look 
like medical clinics, they are not licensed to 
offer healthcare.1

CPCs spread misinformation about abortion 
framed in ways that could spur hesitancy, 
fear, or shame.3

The misinformation comes from CPC training 
materials that encourage staff and volunteers 
to share disinformation and generally 
misleading health messages.4

CPC services convey themes of personal 
responsibility for one’s financial and familial 
circumstances, as well as Christian values.5

Crisis Pregnancy 
Centers 

What does this look like in Ohio? 
As of 2024, Ohio is home to 124 CPCs6

         State officials see CPCs’ services 
and aid as part of the social safety net. 
For example, case workers can refer 
parents to CPCs for parenting classes in 
Child and Family Services programs.5 

From 2013 – 2024, Ohio provided 
over $35 million in funding to 
CPCs, of which over 
$17 million is from TANF.7



Sources
1 Rice, R., Chakraborty, P., Keder, L., Turner, A. N., & Gallo, M. F. (2021). Who attends a 
   crisis pregnancy center in Ohio? Contraception, 104(4), 383–387. https://doi.org/
  10gj6dv4
2 Kissling, A., Warren, E., Gursahaney, P., Norris, A., & Gallo, M. (2024). Crisis management: 
   pathways to crisis pregnancy centers. Women & Health, 64(7), 604–613. https://doi.org/
   10.1080/03630242.2024.239 2140
3 Warren, E., Kissling, A., Norris, A. H., Gursahaney, P. R., Bessett, D., & Gallo, M. F. (2022). 
   “I felt like I was a bad person… which I’m not”: Stigmatization in crisis pregnancy centers. 
   SSM - Qualitative Research in Health, 2, 100059. https://doi.org/10/grqskk 
4 Warren, E., Kissling, A., Norris, A., Gursahaney, P., & Gallo, M. (2025). Examining the 
   inaccurate reproductive health messaging of crisis pregnancy centers: A comparative 
   qualitative study. PLOS One. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0
5 Kissling, A., Gursahaney, P., Norris, A. H., Bessett, D., & Gallo, M. F. (2022). Free, but at 
   what cost? How US crisis pregnancy centres provide services. Culture, Health & Sexuality, 
   1–15. https://doi.org/10/gqwvxr
6 Swartzendruber A and Lambert D. Crisis Pregnancy Center Map. https://
   www.cpcmap.com. January 22, 2025. Accessed: July 1, 2025. 
7 Equity Forward. (2024, July). New Research: More than one billion dollars of pulic funding 
   has gone to anti-abortion centers. https://equityfwd.org/sites/default/files/anti_abortion_
   centers_public_funding_by_states_2024_equity_forward_research_final_updates_
   august_1_20240801_3.pdf

In case you have heard diferently lately, 
here is evidence-based information 
about abortion and contraception:

Abortion is safe, normal healthcare. 
Even so, some state legislatures 
pass policies banning abortion. In 
states where abortion is legal, it 
can still be hard to access because 
of stigma, available resources, and 
more. 

There is no such thing as an 
abortion reversal. 

While people who seek abortion 
care might have nuanced feelings 
about their decision, there are 
no long-term mental health 
consequences.  

Pregnancy can only occur during part of a 
menstrual cycle, but it can be hard to predict. 

Contraceptives (such as the pill, IUDs, or the 
morning after pill) prevent pregnancy before it 
starts. They do not cause an abortion. 

Using barrier contraceptives (like 
condoms) can limit sharing STIs, and other 
contraceptives have no effect on sharing STIs. 

With OPEN research, we know some of the 
common misinformation CPCs spread.

Learn more at open.osu.edu or follow OPEN on Instagram 
@open_reprohealth


