Crisis Pregnancy ,

Centers

Nearly 1 in 7 women in Ohio have
visited a Crisis Pregnancy Center (CPC)
at least once.! That makes it a pretty

common experience.

So... what is a CPC?

—t> CPCs are nonprofits that offer support
(social, material) for women who are
pregnant or have a young child. Fundamental
to their missions, CPCs discourage their
clients from having an abortion.?

—t> Even though CPCs are often designed to look
like medical clinics, they are not licensed to
offer healthcare.!

—+> CPCs spread misinformation about abortion
framed in ways that could spur hesitancy,
fear, or shame.?

—+> The misinformation comes from CPC training
materials that encourage staff and volunteers
to share disinformation and generally
misleading health messages.*

—t> CPC services convey themes of personal
responsibility for one’s financial and familial
circumstances, as well as Christian values.®

What does this look like in Ohio?
—+> As of 2024, Ohio is home to 124 CPCs®

—t> State officials see CPCs’ services
and aid as part of the social safety net.
For example, case workers can refer
parents to CPCs for parenting classes in
Child and Family Services programs.®

From 2013 — 2024, Ohio provided
over $35 million in funding to
CPCs, of which over =

$17 million is from TANF”  OPEN




With OPEN research, we know some of the
common misinformation CPCs spread.

In case you have heard diferently lately,
here is evidence-based information
about abortion and contraception:

Even so, some state legislatures
pass policies banning abortion. In
states where abortion is legal, it
can still be hard to access because
of stigma, available resources, and
more.

—t>There is no such thing as an
abortion reversal.

—t>While people who seek abortion
care might have nuanced feelings
about their decision, there are
no long-term mental health
consequences.

—t>Pregnancy can only occur during part of a
menstrual cycle, but it can be hard to predict.

—+t> Contraceptives (such as the pill, IUDs, or the
morning after pill) prevent pregnancy before it
starts. They do not cause an abortion.

—+>Using barrier contraceptives (like
condoms) can limit sharing STls, and other
contraceptives have no effect on sharing STls.

Learn more at open.osu.edu or follow OPEN on Instagram
@open_reprohealth
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